




At the request of the Obama Administration, the County 
Executives of America asked its members to critique 
the Recovery.gov website’s effectiveness as a tool for 
county governments. In his role as CEA President, 
Knox County Mayor Mike Ragsdale summarized the 
members’ feedback in a letter to the GSA last week.  
Ragsdale noted, “Recovery.gov will be a good way to 
let citizens see where and how their stimulus money is 
working.  CEA members want to ensure that the site 
also enables local governments to maximize the effec-
tiveness of the monies they receive.”
County executives asked the Obama administration 
to make the following changes or considerations for 
Recovery.gov:
	 1. add a secure section for intergovernmental 
	 communication 
	 2. include a wiki site to allow state and local 
	 input in developing regulations, procedures, 
	 etc. for the program 
	 3. build an FAQ for each provision as questions 
	 arise so that governments have a common 
	 understanding of the provisions 
	 4. develop a standard for information exchange 
	 and reporting (e.g., criminal justice data sharing) 
	 5. provide an area for sharing best practices to		
	 help avoid duplication and wasteful mistakes
	 6. establish an area for reporting fraud and abuse 
	 7. create a central archive of all forms, grant 
	 applications, etc. 

Recovery.gov “provides estimated breakdowns for 
where the money is headed – the share each sector of 
the economy is receiving – as well as economic fore-
casts about the impact the recovery act will make in 

your state in terms of jobs created and tax cuts re-
ceived.” Spearheaded by a new Recovery Board, this 
Act contains built-in measures to root out waste, ineffi-
ciency, and unnecessary spending. This website, Recov-
ery.gov, will be the main vehicle to provide each and 
every citizen with the ability to monitor the progress of 
the recovery.

CEA Makes Suggestions for Obama’s Recovery.gov

John Feehery, a longtime figure on Capitol Hill and 
presently a consultant to the Republican National 
Committee was on hand to give an update on his 
party’s opinion of the stimulus package and priori-
ties for the new Congress and Administration.

The group also heard from Jim Kolb, Staff Director 
of the Highways and Transit Subcommittee of the 
House Committee on Transportation about stimulus 
projects coming before his committee. He reminded 
the CEA members that 50 percent of the stimulus 
money has to be spent within 120 days and the Ad-
ministration needs to get their staffs in place in or-
der to move these “shovel-ready” projects forward.

The Board plans to bring some of its members to 
Washington in April to meet with members of the 
Obama Administration. Their next formal meeting 
is in Nashville TN July 26-27. For more information 
about this meeting, visit our website at www.coun-
tyexecutives.org and click on meetings and events.
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Congress Set to Deliberate Obama’s Bud-
get Request

The House and Senate are in the process of taking up 
their versions of President Barack Obama’s budget 
plan this week and the congressional budget process 
so begins. The Washington Post listed five things you 
need to know to make sense of the federal budget 
process (The Washington Post, March 30, 2009, 
p. A15):

1. Congress holds the purse 
strings. Although Congressio-
nal Democrats are deferen-
tial to the president, House 
and Senate budget lead-
ers have already made 
significant changes to 
Obama’s budget request, 
cutting billions in an 
effort to curtail sky-
rocketing deficits under 
Obama’s proposal.
2. There will be a confer-
ence committee. This com-
mittee will be influential in 
resolving budget differences 
between the two Houses.
3. Reconciliation is probably in the 
cards. The powerful procedural maneuver cre-
ates a privileged bill that cannot be filibustered in the 
Senate. Most likely this procedure will be used for the 
health-care reform component.
4. The budget does not enact Obama’s agenda. The 
budget resolution is a non-binding document that 
does not require the president’s signature and does 
not have the force of law. It merely sets guidelines for 
lawmakers as they craft spending bills and legislation 
to address broader policies.
5. The Democrats have the votes. The party is united 
behind the president’s core goals and both chambers 
are expected to pass the resolutions and final approv-
al will happen after the lawmakers’ Easter break.

Obama Limits Stimulus Lobbying
New rules enacted by the Obama Administration will 
bar lobbyists from conversations or meetings with 
federal officials about specific stimulus projects. They 
can talk generally about the measure’s policies if proj-
ects are not discussed. And the lobbyists can submit 
written statements about stimulus projects that the 

federal agencies must post on the internet within 
three days.

The Treasury Department has begun 
restricting contacts with lobby-

ists from companies seeking 
money from the $700 billion 

economic bailout package 
and will issue specific 
rules soon. The $787 bil-
lion stimulus package, 
enacted earlier this year, 
is a pillar of Obama’s ef-
forts to revive the stalled 
economy by creating 

what he claims will be 3.5 
million jobs.

“The package is not intend-
ed to fund projects for special 

interests,” Obama wrote in a 
March 20 memo describing how 

federal agencies should administer the 
stimulus package.

The American League of Lobbyists is protesting the 
regulations.

CEA Asked for Representatives 
to FEMA

The County Executives of America has been asked to 
provide two county officials to represent the associa-
tion on an advisory board of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency or FEMA. Harris County TX 
Judge Ed Emmett has agreed to represent CEA on the 
newly-created FEMA Board. Judge Emmett resides 
over the Houston area which has experienced severe 
damage from Hurricane Katrina and other hurricanes 
and severe storms. CEA Executive Director Michael 
Griffin is seeking another member interested in the 
FEMA position. If you are interested, please contact 
him at mgriffin@countyexecutives.org

Heard on the Hill






